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butterflies are attached to the two pots or bottles
used for pouring the wine drunk by the bride
and bride-groom at a Shinto wedding ceremony.
The butterfly is chosen because it was thought to
be both affectionate and fecund.1
There are knots and envelopes innumerable
laid on the wooden gift table at the time* of a wed-
ding or engagement feast. The smallest number is
five, but there are sets of seven, eleven and even
more. A set of five contains an envelope with
a double, protruding loop of white asa or native
linen, symbolizing white hair and so expresses the
wish that the couple reach old age together. Ano-
ther contains two, joined paper fans of the sueJnro
type. The word sueMro1 may mean increasing
good luck. A third contains seaweed and is also
congratulatory in its implication, while the fourth
is a money envelope. The last envelope of such
a set contains a list of all the presents given to the
couple. Larger sets have, besides the above
mentioned envelopes, one with a seaweed called
kobu because kobu is part of the word yorokobu
which means to be happy. A dried fish called
summe also finds its way to the gift table because
it is supposed to represent 'the bride. Katsuobusbi
1 See the article entitled Here Comes the Bride*